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About ANZGITA

A compassionate Australian and New Zealand 

gastroenterology not-for-profit acting for a just world 

through the development of sustainable 

gastroenterology services

www.anzgita.org

A public company limited by guarantee
ACNC Registered and with DGR status

ANZGITA. - join us  - its free to join

http://www.anzgita.org/


Vision

A world where all people can expect high quality 

gastrointestinal healthcare throughout their lives.

Our Vision and Mission

Mission

Contribute to improving community health in 

developing Asia-Pacific nations by enhancing 

the standard of gastroenterology practice and 

treatment of digestive diseases.



Skilled Gastroenterology 

Professionals

The developing countries where we 

have programs have more and better 

skilled medical and nursing 

professionals who provide continuing 

gastroenterology services. 

Our Goals



ÅWell Equipped and Operated 

Partnersô CentresAssist our 

partners to establish, equip, 

manage and continually improve 

their facilities.

Our Goals



Å Establish new partnerships 

and broaden existing ones, 

consistent with our abilities 

to support

Assess the possibilities and 

proceed when we conclude 

we can make an impactful and 

sustainable contribution

Our Goals



Å Teams are a combination of doctors and 

nurses as they bring complementary 

essential skills and knowledge necessary 

for success

Å Program work must be safe to patients, 

trainers and trainees

Å A spread of age groups amongst trainers is 

encouraged, to ensure sustainability.

Our Principles



Programs are in-country skills and 

knowledge transfer (teaching), not a 

service delivery program

The design and implementation of 

programs is responsive to articulated 

needs of our in-country partners

Assistance is provided pro bono

Our Principles



Å Fiji, Solomon Islands, Timor Leste, 

Nepal 

Å 6 dedicated training programs in 4 

countries annually 

Å Outreach support to Tonga, Samoa

Å All nurses costs are covered. 

Doctors fund their travel

SOLOMON 
ISLANDS 2012-
2018

FIJI 
2008-
2018

TIMOR LESTE. 
2016-2018

2012-2018

2018

Our Training Sites



Å 91 clinicians have participated as 

volunteers on our programs

ï 60 doctors & 31 nurses

ï 48 males & 43 females

ï 31 have volunteered multiple times

Å They have done 187 engagements 

ï 127 by a doctor and 60 by a nurse

ÅOver 300 weeks of training has been 

delivered over 10 years

Our Trainers



Å Partner with Hospital Nacional Guido 

Valadares (HNGV) and country lead Dr

Chris Kiely, 1 local endoscopist, several 

nurses

Å 2 x one-week programs annually with 

teams of 2 or 3 trainers

Å Programs focus on endoscopy skills 

training and general safe delivery of 

endoscopy 

Our Work ïTimor-Leste 2016 to current



Å Facilitation of Australian awards fellowship for 

Dr Celia Santos to conduct endoscopy training 

in Canberra 2018 (6 weeks)

Å Installation of a semi-automatic equipment 

reprocessing system in 2018

Å Strong nursing staff (5) and 1 senior nurse lead 

recently appointed

Å Towards independent endoscopy by 2022

Our Work ïTimor-Leste 2016 to current



ÅOnly one Timorese endoscopist

ï2 registrars in training (3-4 yrs), 

ï1 Timorese doctor will return from China 

after receiving gastroenterology training

in 3 years, 

ïNursing staffing is currently good (5 nurses)

ïappointed a very capable senior nurse to 

head the unit up.

Timor Leste challenges



ÅNatural disaster 

ï potential for flooding and fire 

ï Dili is fairly well shielded from major risks such as 

earthquakes, cyclones and tsunamis.

Å Economics 

ï very dependent on anzgitafor servicing of scopes, 

provision of accessories and bowel prep.

Timor Leste challenges



Å 7 x  two-week programs have been delivered 

since 2014. Teams of around 5 doctors and 

5 nurses visit.

Å Partnered with Yangon General Hospital 

(WGO supported National Endoscopy 

Training Centre) 2015 - 2018.

Å Programs are a mixture of endoscopy skills 

training, lectures and clinical practice 

including rounds 

Our Work ïMyanmar 2014 - 2018



Å Four public hospitals in Yangon, 

Mandalay and Nay Pyi Taw have 

hosted programs

Å Additional outreach work at 

smaller hospitals with endoscopy 

operations has been undertaken 

during and outside of training 

programs.

Our Work Myanmar 2014-2018


